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PRINCIPAL’S WORD
Dear colleagues, dear parents, dear students,
and dear friends of the DBST,
The first term of our 2020/2021 school year is over!
School closures in November were obstacles to in-person teaching in various classes. In the meantime, we
achieved a lot. Since December, our state-of-the-art
Trotec air filters have been ensuring the safety and
health of our students in their classrooms. The air filters
even fought through the Smog phases of January. The
Kindergarten, primary, the graduating classes alongside half of the secondary can now enjoy in-person teaching in our school. Some enthusiastic classes even
handed in written requests for constant in-person
teaching because they want to come to the school every
day! Hybrid teaching is still offered to particularly sensitive children and during times of quarantine. We provide maximum flexibility in the interests of the students
entrusted with us. Half term report cards will be given
out on the 28th and 31st of January. Our children, our
teachers and everyone else who played a part in keeping our school going in these difficult times deserve a
good report. A sincere kheyli mamnoon to everyone!

The pandemic is an ongoing event which has restricted our lives globally. We at the DBST are reacting with
foresight and are fighting the effects of the pandemic
so that we can keep letting school take place. We still
require everyone’s help! We can only continue being
successful if we all follow the same hygiene protocols
and standards of the school in our private lives. The
Abitur exams start on the 22nd of February. In the
spirit of our soon-to-be high school graduates, we
must keep on being careful. This means keeping our
distance, wearing a mask and avoiding social contact.
The pandemic began almost a year ago. It challenges
our togetherness. We are responsible for each other.
Let us take on this responsibility! Many things will become better in 2021. Until then, we need patience,
discipline and the willingness to forego some things.
To all those who have shown their daily readiness for
this, I thank you. Together, we will persevere!
Yours,

Harald Pröm, StD

Principal
German Embassy School Tehran

PRIMARY

NEW CHAPTER
When my class started on the morning of January
21st, there was a picture of Joe Biden’s Inauguration projected to the wall. When the students of
Klasse 3 arrived, they started cheering about the
picture. Why? Because even young children understand that this might be a new chapter where

respect for each other comes before winning.
Education is not only about gaining knowledge and
improving skills. Parents and educators are shaping
the future by being role models to those that will follow in our footsteps. Let’s never forget that there are
values that are beyond the grades in the report card.

PRIMARY

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES

DBST ACHIEVEMENT
IN “MATHLETICS” COMPETITION
As you are aware our class had already
won the title of ‘first place’ in our in-school
Mathletics competition in November. Class 3 are
very persistent though and wanted to continue to

shine- and shine they did, achieving 5th place this
month among 50 other classes throughout the whole
of the Middle East! A round of applause for our
amazing class.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEACHING
“Who rides through night and wind so late?” “It’s
the father with his child.” The well-known poem by
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe is ideal for an interdisciplinary class project in German and music. The
students of class 6 rehearsed the ballad in 4 groups
with Ms. Davarpanah in their German lessons. The
roles were distributed within each group by drawing
lots: the narrator, the father, the child and the Erlking. The students learned how to use their voices
differently so that the different moods of the poem.
Above all, the darkness of the forest and the eerie

child could be well presented and ensured an exciting atmosphere in the classroom the whole time.
The poem was then played out in music lessons.
For this purpose, the individual groups selected the
instruments with which they could depict the
neighing of the horses, the clatter of the hooves,
the calls of the spirit and the whipping blows of
the wind. At the end an audio track of the performance
was recorded. Artistically painted
background images rounded off the joint project. It was a lot of fun for everyone involved.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES

PUPPET SHOW OF KLASSE 4
Our first filming day took place on the Tuesday before the Christmas holidays. This was our idea: we
wanted to use our phones to create a puppet show
following the story of the book “The robber baron
Ratzfatz” by Ursel Scheffler. We read this book together in German class. Together, we decided who takes
on which role. The puppets and backdrop for our
little play were already ordered at an earlier time.

We glued the puppets onto plastic spoons and forks.
The first problem that needed to be solved was lighting. Our solution was to build a small stage and cover the sides with tall posters. Finally, the show could
start. It was all very exciting. A few scenes had to be
recorded multiple times, but everything was done
after a few hours. We were all very pleased, since we
managed to do something beautifully working in a
team.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES

DBST KLASSE 7 AND KLASSE 8 GRADERS
CONDUCT SOCIAL MEDIA RESEARCH
Ever since Covid-19 caused a systematic lockdown,
students all around the world have added to the
amount of time they spend on social media. But can
spending more time on Whatsapp, Instagram, Facebook and Tik Tok have an adverse effect on your
self-esteem? This is exactly what the DBST 7th and
8th graders wanted to find out. Self- esteem is often
defined as an individual’s self-perception of his/her
abilities, skills, and overall qualities that guides and/
or motivates specific cognitive processes and behaviors. Our young researchers wanted to find out
whether students between ages 13-20, who spend
a significant amount of time on social media would
score higher on a self-esteem test. So they began their
inquiry. The sample comprised of 144 students and
by using the cross-sectional sampling method, an inquiry was made to assess the self-esteem of students
between the ages of 13 and 20 who were active on
Whatsapp, Instagram, Facebook and Tik Tok social
networks. The students being tested were friends or
family members and were administered the Sorensen

self-esteem test for testing their self-assurance.
Data collection was solely done by our avid students.
To maintain if there is a statistically significant relationship between longer hours of ‘social networking’
and self-esteem, a Pearson correlation was used as
the main statistical method. The results indicate that
those who spent longer hours ‘social networking’,
scored high on the self-esteem scale as compared
to those who were not very active on social media.
Higher score on the Sorensen self-esteem test indicates low self-esteem and unhealthy adaptation with
life. (Subjects showed overall 47.2% moderately low,
28.6% high and 24.2% low self-esteem) The results
clearly revealed that the main effect of Instagram use
in particular and low self-esteem status have been
found statistically significant. Of course, there is a
lot more to look into, but studying the benefits and
disadvantages of social media use is just the beginning for our young researchers. Good work students!

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES

LIFE IN SOCIALISM VISIT OF A CONTEMPORARY WITNESS
On Thursday, January 21st, 2021 Ms. Müller
attended the history class of grade 10 to talk
about her childhood and youth in the German
Democratic Republic (GDR). For her lecture, Ms.
Müller had brought illustrative materials, such as
an ID card and private photos from Germany to
provide students a vivid insight into “life in Socialism”.

After that Ms. Müller patiently answered questions
the students had prepared in advanced. The exchange
with a real contemporary witness enabled Klasse 10
a realistic access to the history of divided Germany.
Thank you very much Annett Müller for this special
opportunity.

LIBRARY NEWS

MOVIE NIGHT FOR KLASSE 8
As part of the German lesson and the book dealt
with in class from the famous author Otfried Preußler
“Krabat”, the students in grade 8 watched the

film about the book as part of an evening at the
cinema with popcorn and orange juice the children
enjoyed the film under a cozy blanket.

TRAINING COURSES

The following lists are all training courses in which the DBST teachers have participated. All training courses
are currently taking place as online events.

DaF - CENTER

HANDING OVER THE
“DSD I” CERTIFICATES
The students received the long-awaited DSD
I certificate on January 21, 21st, which were
ceremoniously presented to them by Mr. Pröm. The
DBST students take part in the renowned language

test of the Central Office for Schools Abroad
every year and have their language skills certified. Also, this year all participating students
of the DBST successfully passed the DSD I.

DaF

ADMINISTRATION
SCHOOL CALENDER 2021
We are happy to inform you that our school calender for 2021 is ready and available. They can be
purchased at our reception for the price of 80,000 Toman.

