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PRINCIPAL’S WORD

School is more than only subjects and lessons. This 
could be seen and heard very well on the 28th of 
April, 2021. The students of Klassen 10, 11 and 12 
met in the 3rd period in the neighboring garden to 
hold an outdoor piano concert under the limitations 
of Corona. Music was played, masks were worn and 
distance was kept. The motto of the event was: “Stu-
dents play for students!”. This was a much deserved 
conclusion for Klasse 12’s last day of school before 
the oral Abitur exams. A heartfelt thank you goes out 
to everyone who made this possible. Everyone could 
experience our students’ diverse talents which one 
might not normally see in class. We have all learned 
that school is not just about the transfer of knowl-
edge but also about meeting people of the same age. 

We often have to neglect social meetings and togeth-
erness due to the circumstances of the pandemic. Far 
too often do we sit alone in front of screens, being 
content with digital exchange. We are happy to we 
have digital media because school can take place from 
afar, but human interaction cannot be replaced any 
medium. I wish you all a valuable time together with 
your families over the long weekend. The pandemic 
is not over yet. We have to continue to be strong and 
make sacrifices. I wish us all health! Take care of your-
selves and your families. Be careful!

Dear colleagues,  
dear parents, dear students, 

Yours,
Harald Pröm, StD
Principal
German Embassy School Tehran



Since its origins, Easter has been a time of celeb-
ration, feasting and many traditional Easter games. 
This holiday is an international event that children love 
to celebrate. The children in the kindergarten celebrat-
ed it by making Easter eggs and bunnies. They played 
games and made puppet bunnies out of play dough.

Spring is here, the season of rebirth, fragrance, beauty, 
fresh leaves, and flowers. It’s a beautiful time of year. 
The children in the early years are learning about sea-
sons, plants, living things, lifecycles, and nature. What 
better way than to take the classrooms outdoors into 
the nature. During April the KG classes spent a lot of 
time outdoors. The most educational times were our 
visits to the British Embassy Garden. The children saw 
Daisies and Dandelions and they observed how the 
trees had changed since winter. They enjoyed play-
ing in the grass and having a picnic with their friends.

SPRING IS HERE

KINDERGARTEN & VORSCHULE

EASTER IN KG

PRIMARY

Spring arrived in Tehran with Nowrouz and found its 
way to Klasse 1, the lions. The lions have diligently 
decorated their windows with brightly colored flo-
wers and Easter (Nowrouz) eggs. However, not only 
can you discover spring on our windows, but you can 
also find its footprints in our classroom. In our science 
unit called “Beans & Vegetable Garden”, our little 
scientists planted beans in jars to observe their growth 
above and under the ground! They have documented

SPRING GREETINGS FROM 
THE CLASS OF LIONS (KLASSE 1)

their precise observations of their little plants in their 
“Bean Diary”, from seed, to flower to fruit. In addition, 
we are preparing the first seeds of different vegetables 
to plant in our little garden and harvest them in the 
summer! We are looking forward to a rich harvest of 
cucumbers, radishes, zucchinis, beetroots and basils 
as well as growing nasturtium flowers before our 
summer holiday!



PRIMARY

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

To protect everyone in school during the pande-
mic, we were forced to close our Mensa as a place 
of coming together for lunch. Instead the students 
now eat isolated in the classrooms. With joint effort 
it became possible now in some classes to completely 
turn away from single-use-packaging and cutlery for 
lunch. A few weeks ago, Klasse 3 students successful-
ly took responsibility for cleaning up multi-use-plates 
and cutlery after lunch. As a side effect, the amount 
of wasted food could be reduced significantly, as the 
teacher now serves individual portions to every stu-
dent. The precious ritual of having meals together as 
a class was extended, as the class now takes respon-
sibility for the environment and for doing the dishes. 
Additional time in class for that is not being used, as 
the students who finished helping with cleaning up 
start their homework instead of waiting for the others. 

Here is a self-written poem and an artwok from 
Klasse 2.

TALLENTS IN THE SCHOOL

PYP

One of the joys of teaching is seeing your students 
actively taking part in their studies. Lou Chevalier is 
a student with a passion for making a difference to 
our planet and she already considers herself a Global 
Citizen. She gave an insightful presentation about an 
NGO in Tehran where you can plant a tree with any 
plaque or description you choose. She believes that 
trees are an important part of our ecosystem and we 
should care for our planet and nature every opportu-
nity we are given. The name of this NGO is ‘EverGreen.
Gift‘ which you can follow on Instagram if you wish to 
plant a tree as a class. ‘Someone is sitting in the shade 
today because someone planted a tree long ago’.

‘THE GREAT AIM OF 
EDUCATION IS NOT 

KNOWLEDGE BUT ACTION.’

They say a picture can tell a thousand words: the lev-
el of laughter, smiles and shining eyes today are a re-
minder to us all that children need to be in nature. 
The pandemic may have affected our social life, but 
the beauty of nature is still untouched. Our children 
need this time more than ever to just play and allow 
their creative minds to roam and be free.

‘A CHILD, MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE 
IS A SPONTANEOUS OBSERVER  OF 

NATURE’ 



‘‘ZENTRALE KLASSENARBEITEN’’ & COMPETENCE TEST

SECONDARY 

of the exams are decided yearly for every region by 
the Ministry of Education in Germany. Due to this, the 
“ZK’s” are not only an important comparison to other 
German schools abroad on the northern hemisphere, 
but also an important step on the way into the high 
school (“Oberstufe”). A distinction this year was that 
one student did not write a “Zentrale Klassenarbeit”, 
but rather a “Realschulabschlussprüfung”, a final ex-
amination to gain the school-leaving certificate from 
Klasse 10. These exams were written in the subjects 
German and Mathematics. Thanks to the support of 
all the colleagues from the German and international 
section who were involved, we were able to success-
fully conduct and evaluate all exams.

In the past few weeks, both the competence tests 
and “Zentrale Klassenarbeiten” took place in the se-
condary. The competence tests are conducted an-
nually in Klassen 6 to 8 in the subjects German, Eng-
lish, and Mathematics. The international section also 
took part in the competence tests in English and 
Mathematics, the math test was translated to Eng-
lish by Miss Moayedi. The competence tests serve to 
determine the learning level of students in German 
schools abroad compared to children in the same 
grades in Germany itself. The results are sent to the 
school during the school year for further compa-
rison and evaluation. The “Zentrale Klassenarbeiten” 
are written by all students in Klasse 10 in the subjects 
German, English, and Maths. The date and content

ONLINE STUDENT SYMPOSIUM:
SCIENCE COLLEGE OVERBACH 

(JÜLICH, GERMANY)

HIGH SCHOOL

From Thursday, April 8, to Friday, April 9, all of Klasse 
11 participated in a student symposium on the topic of 
“Mobility in Transition - The Four Ways to the Future” 
in hybrid form. Since the event was held in Germany 
at the Science College Overbach, the class had to deal 
with a time difference of two and a half hours. Thus, 
on Thursday, the symposium lasted from 11:30 AM to 
10:30 PM. The next day, the symposium lasted from 
11:30 AM to 3:30 PM, so the project took a total of 18 
hours. At the beginning of the event there was a greet-
ing and an introduction of the topic by the leader Dr. 
Philipp Mülheims before the actual workshop phase 
began. In total, there were four groups to choose 
from: Technology, Globalization, Politics, and You and 
Me. Thursday was used to gather information in the 
individual groups, as well as for the identification of 
knowledge through further presentations outside the 
groups. The following day, the four groups met again 
to present their results to the others. We worked to-
gether with students we did not know at all, practiced 
teamwork and rhetorical strategies and used problem 
solving strategies. Klasse 11 decided to work toge-
ther in the field of politics and concluded that although 
this symposium was very exhausting and required a 
lot of base knowledge, it was still a good class expe-
rience. Thanks to Mrs Sturm for organizing the event.

As part of the international competition “Remem-
bering for the present”, which was organized by the 
German Foreign Office under the auspices of Federal 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, Class 12 produced a ra-
dio podcast about the history of the DBST. Numerous 
former students, current teachers and people from 
the administration were interviewed by the students 
in this context. The goal of the project was to trace the 
history of the German Embassy School of Tehran start-
ing from the Islamic Revolution of 1979. Even with the 
more difficult situation caused by the Corona pandem-
ic, the groups’ painstakingly detailed work led to an 
entertaining and very informative result. Even though 
the project was not one of the four winners among 
the 58 participating schools, the students learned a lot 
about our DBST’s history.

ON THE TRAIL OF SCHOOL HISTORY

EXAM
TIME



EXCURSION ABOUT PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

HIGH SCHOOL

The students evaluated the artworks and were overall 
impressed by the artist’s creativity as well as his sus-
tainable use of resources. The students also enjoyed 
the idyllic atmosphere and used their time on the mu-
seum grounds for numerous photos. Since the muse-
um is located outdoors, the school’s hygiene require-
ments could be met. There were no other guests, so 
there was no risk of infection. The third and final stop 
of the excursion was even further north, in the Shemi-
ranat region. In a small river valley with a waterfall, 
there was more evidence of a prehistoric ocean. The 
students found numerous fossils. Fossil ripple marks 
were also visible on the hillsides, including fossilized 
remains of a beach! At 3:20 p.m., the class arrived 
back at the DBST and thanked their subject teacher 
and their chaperone, Dr. Kimiya Ajayebi for the inter-
esting excursion. In addition to landscape history, the 
class explored general processes of geomorphology. 
The five students are offering to give a talk to class-
es, faculty, and parents about their experiences and 
findings. 
If interested contact Fabian.Hesslinger@dbst.de.

On the morning of April 20th, Klasse 11 accompanied 
by their subject teacher and a geologist, set off on a 
full-day excursion to north-eastern Tehran, where ex-
citing events of Earth’s history awaited the students. 
The first stop was the small village of Kond. Where, 
after a 20-minute bus drive, they continued on foot 
to a hilltop. The weather was spring-like and sun-
ny, so the class quickly worked up a sweat! Once on 
the hill, the excursion group was rewarded with an 
impressive view The view of the surrounding moun-
tains, with their different coloured rock layers, was like 
looking through a window into the past. The class was 
amazed when it was explained that the area was once a 
large sea. All rock layers were deposited on the sea floor 
in the Eocene (50 to 30 million years ago). Over millions 
of years the loose marine sediments finally formed solid 
sedimentary rock. Endogenous forces from the Earth’s 
interior uplifted and tilted the bedrock, allowing exo-
genous forces (mainly wind and water) to erode the un-
derlying, less resistant rock. The students learned how 
to easily navigate the terrain – with the help of the sun. 
Next, they visited the nearby Vaziri Museum. There, 
works of art, made from garbage or old objects, are 
exhibited. In geography class a few weeks earlier, the 
topic of sustainable urban development was discussed. 

EXCURSION ABOUT PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
APRIL 20TH

HIGH SCHOOL



LIBRARIES DON’T PAY FOR THEMSELVES, 
BUT THEY PAY OFF.

LIBRARY

- Libraries don’t pay for themselves, but they pay off.
- They pay off when children reach for a book.
- They pay off when boys and girls sit there browsing.
- They pay off when school libraries become a place of fantasy for the children when they are read aloud to.
- When literature and written words come to life.
- They pay off when school libraries become a meeting point for children to talk about stories.
- When books leave children amazed and they discover new things.
- For all of this, school libraries are a central place for children and teenagers.
- A place of learning and living.
- A place of retreating but also to meet.
- An important place in schools.

As the librarian of the DBST, I am proud of our students. Alone in the Norooz holidays, 600 books were 
borrowed from the library which shows us how interested the kids are about books and for reading. 
It makes me happy that even in this difficult time, the library is a cozy and safe place to learn and live.

SCHOOL PARAMEDICS

HEALTH

The school has acquired a new first aid kit. These 
photos show the school paramedics being trained 
about how to successfully use it from the school 
nurse.

Our school bus driver Said has Leukemia and urgently 
needs a bone marrow donation. In order to find a suit-
able donor and to be able to bear the hospital costs, 
we are asking for much-needed donations. These can 
either be handed in cash to the administration of DBST 
or paid into our school account.

German Embassy School

DE66 3707 0024 0183 0611 00

Purpose: Bone marrow donation

We say THANK YOU from the bottom of our heart on 
behalf of Said and his family!

WE NEED HELP!



NEXT MONTH

In May:

Death of Imam Ali (no school)
Tuesday, 4th of May 

Abitur oral exam
Sunday, 9th of May until Wednesday, 12th of May 

Fitr Eid (no school)
Thursday, 13th of May 

Whitsunday (no school)
Sunday, 23rd of May 

Digital Science Fair
Monday, 3rd of May to Sunday, 9th of May 

Bridge day (no school)
Sunday, 2nd of May and Monday, 3rd of May

POWERPOINT WORKSHOP
(COMPUTER PROJECT)

PARENTS’ COUNCIL

Kind regards,
DBST Parents’ Council

step and to continue with the other Microsoft Of-
fice programs in the near future. In the first phase, 
Mr. Kamali from our IT department will personally car-
ry out a leveled assessment of Klassen 5-9 German Sec-
tion either via a questionnaire or face to face in classes 
which are in school. Afterwards, basic and advanced 
PowerPoint workshops tailored to the needs of the 
children will be offered. The parents’ council will inform 
parents regularly as the project is further developed.

In order to strengthen the computer knowledge 
of the students of the DBST, and upon the request 
of the parents to establish courses and classes 
related to this issue, the parents’ council decided 
that the school will conduct computer workshops 
(including Microsoft Office workshops and other re-
quired applications) for students. Since students 
are often asked to give presentations, the decision 
was made to hold PowerPoint workshops as a first 


